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Chamber members hear 
about concrete plant 
 
Proposal has won support from local 
governments, but not nearby landowners 
 
By CRYSTAL LEE 
 
Article Created: 01/11/2008 08:32:48 AM PST

 
 

With a warm welcome from the Woodland City 
Council and support from Yolo County District 3 
Supervisor Matt Rexroad, it looked to be a smooth 
transition for Clark Pacific to open a plant at the 
former Spreckels Sugar Mill on the north side of 
town this year.  
 
The prefabricated concrete company hopes to close 
escrow in February on the 240-acre property 
located near County Road 18C and Highway 113. 
Only 45 acres will be used for production, said Don 
Clark, who is part owner of Clark Pacific with his 
brother Bob and their father Jim.  
 
The company, which touts a cleaner, faster, cheaper 
and ecologically friendlier product than traditional 
cast-in-place concrete, was established in West 
Sacramento in 1963 and opened a second plant in 
Fontana in 1984. It currently employs 500 people 
and could hire another 300 at the Woodland plant 
within three years.  
 
Members of the Woodland Chamber of Commerce 
heard about the proposal during a general 
membership luncheon held Thursday at the Heidrick 
Ag History Center.  
 

However, the company's intentions to open at 
the Spreckels site has struck a bad chord with a few 
neighbors. 

Brenda Cedarblade lives at the Historic Nelson 
Ranch and Cattle Co. alongside the property on 
County Road 18C. Cedarblade said she is concerned 
that the plant will produce toxic concrete dust that 
will be picked up and spread by the wind. 

Karen Sternes, who grew up in a neighboring home 
where her parents still reside, said she was upset 
that the company is encroaching on prime 
agricultural land and putting soil quality at risk. 

In response, Clark Pacific's Marketing Manager 
Thomas Ketron said the company produces virtually 
no byproducts. Furthermore, the nozzles on 
sandblasting equipment are designed to emit a 
circular wall of water along with the sand so that 
dust is contained, he said. 

Ketron added, air quality samples have been taken 
in the areas surrounding the West Sacramento plant 
and no toxins have been found. 

Regarding Sternes' concern about preserving 
farm land, Don Clark said the company has no plans 
to try to use the areas of the property that are 
currently zoned for agricultural use or to change the 
zoning. 

Clark said his business simply needs more space 
and the Spreckels property, with minimal renovation, 
is well suited for the company's needs. 

The most they will need to do before beginning 
operations at the former mill is clear out the rubble 
and level the ground, he said. 

Clark Pacific's interest in using the site, which 
has been vacant for the past seven years, has 
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thrilled the City Council. On Dec. 20, the council 
adopted a resolution to support Clark Pacific's 
move to Woodland.  
 
The County Board of Supervisors will consider the 
company's application for a conditional use 
permit at a later date.  
 
However Supervisor Rexroad has toured the West 
Sacramento plant and is enthusiastic about what the 
company does and the jobs it will create for the 
region.  
 

 
 


